
 

Millennia Gardens Elementary helps feed rescued manatees through 
unique partnership with SeaWorld’s Rescue and Rehab Program 

Feb. 14, 2017 - Millennia Gardens Elementary School 
will make its first donation of lettuce to help feed 
manatees at SeaWorld’s Rescue and Rehab Program. 
Through a service-learning STEM grant that the school 
received from State Farm at the beginning of the 
school year, teachers and students at Millennia 
Gardens have been hard at work developing a 
hydroponics garden.  

The garden is now up and running, producing an 
abundance of lettuce. The students are harvesting 

1,000 heads of lettuce a 
month. After sharing the lettuce with school families and staff they’ve 
discovered they still have plenty to share. The school contacted 
SeaWorld and a new amazing partnership has been formed to help 
feed rescued manatees.   

The media is invited to see this unique partnership in bloom. The 
media can tour the garden with the students, capture the first 
donation to SeaWorld and discover how important this 
partnership is to everyone involved. The event is Thursday, Feb. 
16, 2017 from 3:15 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Millennia Gardens 
Elementary School, 3515 Gardens Ridge Way, Orlando, FL.  

SeaWorld is a global leader in the rescue and 
rehabilitation of marine animals that are ill, injured, 
orphaned or abandoned, with the goal of returning 
them to the wild. As one of the founding institutions of 
the Southeastern U.S. Marine Mammal Stranding 
Network (SEUS), SeaWorld rescues hundreds of 
annuals annually. Here in Florida, SeaWorld rescues 
between 20-30 manatees each year. A manatee’s 
primary source of food is sea grass, and during rehab 
at SeaWorld, they eat lettuce. Manatees eat between 
two to four cases of lettuce daily. The Millennia 
Gardens Eco-Club teachers and students decided to give back by donating the lettuce they 
grew to the manatees in SeaWorld’s care.  

 
 



About SeaWorld Parks & Entertainment 
SeaWorld Parks & Entertainment™ is a leading theme park and entertainment company providing 
experiences that matter and inspiring guests to protect animals and the wild wonders of our world. The 
company is one of the world’s foremost zoological organizations and a global leader in animal welfare, 
training, husbandry and veterinary care. The company collectively cares for what it believes is one of the 
largest zoological collections in the world and has helped lead advances in the care of animals. The 
company also rescues and rehabilitates marine and terrestrial animals that are ill, injured, orphaned or 
abandoned, with the goal of returning them to the wild. The SeaWorld® rescue team has helped more 
than 29,000 animals in need over the last 50 years. 

The company owns or licenses a portfolio of recognized brands including SeaWorld, Busch Gardens® and 
Sea Rescue®. Over its more than 50-year history, the company has built a diversified portfolio of 12 
destination and regional theme parks that are grouped in key markets across the United States, many of 
which showcase its one-of-a-kind zoological collection. The company’s theme parks feature a diverse 
array of rides, shows and other attractions with broad demographic appeal which deliver memorable 
experiences and a strong value proposition for its guests. 

SeaWorld Parks & Entertainment is a wholly owned subsidiary of SeaWorld Entertainment, Inc., a publicly 
traded company. Visit www.seaworldentertainment.com for more. 

 

About Orange County Public Schools  
Orange County Public Schools is the 10th-largest school district in the nation and the fourth-largest in 
Florida. More than 203,000 students are enrolled. Currently, there are more than 242 school sites 
including alternative centers and charter schools. OCPS is the second-largest employer in Orange 
County, Florida with nearly 24,000 full- and part-time employees. The district was the recipient of the 
2014 Broad Prize for Urban Education, the largest education award in the country. The district also 
received the Governor’s Sterling Award in 2014 and 2015. It is the highest award an organization can 
receive for business performance excellence in Florida. 

(For more information, please contact Shari Bobinski in Media Promotions at 407.317.3458) 

### 

 
 OCPS EEO Non-Discrimination Statement  
The School Board of Orange County, Florida, does not discriminate in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in its 
programs and activities, on the basis of race, color, religion, age, sex, national origin, marital status, disability, genetic information, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or any other reason prohibited by law. The following individuals at the Ronald 
Blocker Educational Leadership Center, 445 W. Amelia Street, Orlando, Florida 32801, attend to compliance matters: ADA 
Coordinator & Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) Officer: Carianne Reggio; Section 504 Coordinator: Latonia Green; Title IX 
Coordinator: Doug Patterson (407.317.3200). 
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